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able of adapting himself to the new state of affairs created by
his grandfather. He had contracted from an early date an
implacable hatred for foreigners and foreign ideas, and only
waited for a propitious moment to wreak vengeance on the
work of Western civilisation. That moment came with his
accession to the throne on 5 December 1848.

It is extremely painful to record the reversal by Abbas of
much of his grandfather's inspiring work. During his reign
schools were shut, academic institutions abolished, factories
abandoned with the engines and other expensive material left
to rot in a world of heat and dust. The units of the fleet were
dismantled and exposed for sale to foreign countries. High
functionaries of state left the Government and found refuge
in Constantinople. Many Europeans, and particularly French-
men, were dismissed from the Government service, thus pro-
voking a most determined hostility on the part of France.
Members of the ruling family became disaffected and an
opposition party was formed, headed by Said and Ismail, who
sent complaints to Constantinople.1

This reign of gloom and rampant caprice was not without
one or two redeeming features. It was comparatively a happy
time for the fellaheen. Apart from the injustice of forcing
them to give up portions of their lands to add to the estates
of the Viceroy's son, El Kami, the fellaheen had very little to
complain of. The absence of a large army made conscription
unnecessary, corvee work stopped of itself, there being no
public works such as canals or bridges to attend to. The cur-
tailment of expenditure that resulted from this negative
policy permitted a curtailment of taxes and the elimination
of the obnoxious system of monopolies. Abbas's reign was,
therefore, not as bad as it was generally represented by
Europeans, to whom Abbas usually displayed a cold and a
haughty demeanour,

During these years the British Agent, Colonel Murray,
swayed the counsels of the Viceroy who had alienated France.
One result of Murray's influence was that Abbas opposed the
French scheme of connecting the Mediterranean Sea with the
Red Sea by a maritime canal, and instead constructed in 1854

^Foreign Office Records: Turkey (Egypt). Colonel Murray's despatches,
February 1049.